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Communion will be celebrated on 

Sunday 12th December at 11am & 6pm.   

Everyone is welcome 
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From the Manse 

At our communion service in September I 

preached from 1 Corinthians chapter 11, where 

Paul reminds the early church of the importance 

of the right attitude when we come together to 

celebrate this sacrament.  

I spoke about how the early church celebrated 

communion, they didn't sit in rows, with 

someone at the front doing all the talking, they were gathered around a 

table eating a meal... a meal that they called the agape meal.... Agape 

being the Greek word for love, self giving love. 

The early church had developed a very lovely tradition in connection with 

the observance of the Lord's supper.  They had a meal that was called a 

love feast held in the evening, to which each member brought what he 

or she was able to share.  The resources were then pooled, and the 

whole church sat down to a common meal, enjoying the food and the 

company, an experience of the oneness they shared in Christ.  It was a 

way of developing real Christian fellowship amongst God's people as they 

gathered to share and remember Jesus.   It was in this setting that they 

shared the bread and wine in remembrance of him who died for them.  

I wonder if you would like to share communion like that? 

Our evening communion on 12th December will be an Agape Supper, it 

will work like this, soup and dessert will be served to all who are able to 

attend, it will take place in the big hall.  We will break bread at the start 

of our supper and share the cup at the end of our supper.  The food will 

be provided there is no need for anyone to bring anything. 

The agape meal was meant to draw Christians together reminding them 

of their oneness draw them together in thanksgiving to remember Jesus, 

his death, his resurrection, his teaching, his love... 

I hope you are able to join us for our own Agape feast. 

 

Terry 
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1 Corinthians chapter 11 

The Lord's Supper 

 17 In the following directives I have no praise for 
you, for your meetings do more harm than 
good.    18 In the first place, I hear that when you 
come together as a church, there are divisions among you, and to some 
extent I believe it.    19 No doubt there have to be differences among you 
to show which of you have God's approval.    20 When you come 
together, it is not the Lord's Supper you eat,    21 for as you eat, each of 
you goes ahead without waiting for anybody else. One remains hungry, 
another gets drunk.    22 Don't you have homes to eat and drink in? Or 
do you despise the church of God and humiliate those who have 
nothing? What shall I say to you? Shall I praise you for this? Certainly 
not!   

  23 For I received from the Lord what I also passed on to you: The Lord 
Jesus, on the night he was betrayed, took bread,    24 and when he had 
given thanks, he broke it and said, This is my body, which is for you; do 
this in remembrance of me.    25 In the same way, after supper he took 
the cup, saying, This cup is the new covenant in my blood; do this, 
whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.    26 For whenever you eat 
this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord's death until he 
comes.    27 Therefore, whoever eats the bread or drinks the cup of the 
Lord in an unworthy manner will be guilty of sinning against the body 
and blood of the Lord.    28 A man ought to examine himself before he 
eats of the bread and drinks of the cup.    29 For anyone who eats and 
drinks without recognising the body of the Lord eats and drinks 
judgment on himself.    30 That is why many among you are weak and 
sick, and a number of you have fallen asleep.    31 But if we judged 
ourselves, we would not come under judgment.    32 When we are 
judged by the Lord, we are being disciplined so that we will not be 
condemned with the world.    33 So then, my brothers, when you come 
together to eat, wait for each other. 

    34 If anyone is hungry, he should eat at home, so that when you meet 
together it may not result in judgment. And when I come I will give 
further directions. 
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Prayer Corner 

This year has been a memorable year for the reformed church 

with the 450th anniversary of the Scottish Reformation - an 

occasion marked by a number of services throughout West 

Lothian. 

On the 18th June 2010 in Grand Rapids, USA we saw the birth of 

the World Communion of Reformed Churches. This came about 

with the merger of the World Alliance of Reformed Churches 

(WARC) and the Reformed Ecumenical Council (REC). This new 

body represents some 80 million Reformed Christians in 108 

countries around the word. 

It was exciting to hear that children and young people were 

actively involved in this important event as we have already heard 

from youngsters in our own congregation being a Christian in 

today’s society is far from easy. 

This year also marked the centenary of the 1910 Edinburgh 

Missionary Conference, a conference that I was surprised to hear 

has been instigated by young students in the United States. 

At this year’s conference which was smaller in number but more 

representative of Christians throughout the world it was noted that 

the percentage of Christians in the world had not grown much 

since the position in 1910. However the spread of Christians had 

changed greatly with a great decline in the former home base of 

Europe and the United States with tremendous growth and 

continuing growth in Africa and Asia. 

So this Christmas when we celebrate the birth of Jesus in our own 

church remember that around the world many, many brothers and 

sisters of Jesus are also gathering and we should not feel 

discouraged. 
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We must continue to pray that once more the 

Holy Spirit will sweep through this land and 

revive this nation. That once more Jesus will 

be exalted in our communities. 

God Bless and have a very Merry Christmas 

In your personal prayers please pray for 

Our minister and office bearers that God with protect 

and lead them and their families 

The young folk who love Jesus that they might be 

protected and have an influence on their peer group 

For families at this time of celebration that there can be 

unity and joy and for those who live on their own that 

they will find peace and joy 

The sick, anxious, lonely, estranged and the bereaved 

that they will find God’s peace and love 

Our armed forces and the relief organisations that strive 

to bring peace, justice and relief to all in need. 

 

The Prayer Group continues to meet each Saturday at 10.00 am in 

the Session House. There is a seat for you. Please contact myself 

and the minister for prayer. 

 

David Wilkie 

Congregational Prayer Secretary 
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Diary Dates 

 

9th December  Session meeting @ 7.30pm   

    (note change of date) 

12th December  Communion - 11am & 6pm  

    Evening communion will be an Agape 

    supper which our young teenagers will be 

    invited to attend. 

12th December  Last date for Christmas post to Uphall 

18th December  Torchlight Parade 

19th December  Nativity Service @ 11am 

19th December  Last date for Christmas post to  

    Broxburn 

19th December  Carol Service in our church @ 7pm 

24th December  Christmas Eve Service @ 11.30pm 

    10.30pm for Tea & Mince Pies in the Hall 

25th December  Christmas Day Service @ 10am 

11th January 2011  Board Meeting @ 7.30pm 

26th February 2011 Family Ceilidh 

Thank you to everyone who has submitted articles for this newsletter. 

Items for inclusion in the next issue should be submitted by mid February 

to either Hugh Brown or Stuart Cunningham, or emailed to: 

hughb92@blueyonder.co.uk   or   stu.c@tesco.net   
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A Night at the musicals 

23rd - 24th September, Broxburn Parish Church. 

The moment young Fraser Duncan, in his authentic costume and 

make-up, began to sing ‘Consider Yourself’ from Lionel Bart’s 

‘Oliver’, the audience realised they were in for a wonderful 

evening. The children stole the show immediately with their 

singing and choreography. They were obviously enjoying 

themselves to the full! The adult chorus looked superb in their 

black and scarlet costumes. Comedy was high on the agenda in 

three hilarious items from ‘South Pacific’, with an unforgettable 

appearance by Iain Scoular as Honey Bun (he will never be 

allowed to forget this!) The songs from ‘The Sound of Music’ 

included particularly beautiful arrangements of ‘Edelweiss’ and 

‘Climb Every Mountain’. 

After the interval, in selections from ‘The Lion King’, no-one was 

left unmoved when the children appeared in their stunning animal 

costumes (especially the giraffes!) Andrew MacPherson and Kirsten 

McPake coped admirably after a brief sound technical hitch - on 

the first night - at the start of ‘Summer Nights’ from ‘Grease’. 

The final part of the concert brought us selections from ’Les 

Miserables’. Rachel Duncan captured our hearts in her solo ‘Castle 

on a Cloud’ then the chorus, after closing the show with ’Do You 

Hear the People Sing’, were joined by the children for an encore of 

’Consider Yourself’ with the audience invited to participate. 

This was a memorable evening and musical director Alan Gilmour, 

the production team and all who participated in any way, fully 

deserved the enthusiastic applause of the audience. 

Rev. David Black. 
(See photographs on pages10 & 11) 



8 Broxburn Parish Church Newsletter 

Friends of Chernobyl’s Children 

You may have noticed 4 unfamiliar faces and a strange language 

being spoken on Sunday mornings in church during October and 

early November.  The faces belonged to 4 little boys – Dzianis, 

Kostya, Pasha and Vadzim who were speaking Russian or 

Belarusian.  They were hosted by 4 families in our church as part 

the Friends of Chernobyl’s Children Edinburgh West Autumn Group 

which comprised 7 boys and 7 girls.  The charity brings children 

from Belarus, which was badly affected by the fallout from the 

nuclear disaster at the Chernobyl Power Plant in the Ukraine 

almost 25 years ago, to Scotland for a month of love and care.  All 

the children certainly have had that, as well as plenty of good, 

fresh food, optical and dental care as well as masses of fun and 

games. 

Based in our church buildings for each day’s ‘schooling’, the 

children in the Friends of Chernobyl’s Children minibus have 

become a familiar sight in and around the Broxburn area.  We are 

extremely grateful to the Board for allowing the group to use the 

halls which everyone has agreed has been a fabulous facility for 

the children.  They had their first visit to a castle, and what better 

castle to start with than Edinburgh, where they ooh’d and aah’d at 

the Honours of Scotland, jumped as the 1 o’clock gun was fired 

and got dressed up as lords and ladies of a medieval court.  They 

visited Five Sister’s Zoo and Dynamic Earth, had a cook-out in the 

woods, were guests of Livingston Football Club bringing the club 

luck to win 4-1, went swimming and larked about in Tumblezone, 

not forgetting a super afternoon ten pin bowling.  Sometimes it 

was the simple things that we all take for granted that amused 

them most – a whistle, a yoyo, drinking straws and a supermarket 

trolley, all items which they had never used before.  The children 

have all had a fabulous time and on Thursday 4th November, 
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treated their host families and all those who had helped make their 

visit so memorable, to a great concert of songs, dance and poetry 

which they had enthusiastically rehearsed and performed. 

They returned to Belarus on 10 November considerably healthier 

and heavier than when the arrived. The children have all eaten 

well and  tried things they have never had before.  I know that 

Dzianis who needed a belt to keep his trousers up when he first 

arrived no longer needed after week two!  They arrived with only 

one small rucksack each and the clothes that they were wearing -  

they returned with a holdall filled with 23kg of warm clothing for 

them and their families plus a year’s supply of vitamins.  We hope 

that we will see them all next year ready to sample more Scottish 

hospitality for another month of love and care in Broxburn. Thank 

you to all who have supported them already and pray you will 

continue to do so in the future.  
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A Night at the musicals 
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Congratulations to Ellie Cunningham who won 

the competition to design this years Christmas 

card for the Busy Project. 

Cards are available on Sundays after church or 

from members of the Busy project team priced 

at £1 for 4 cards and envelopes. 

2010 Shoebox Appeal. 
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2010 Shoebox Appeal. 

We sorted and packed 2397 Christmas shoeboxes which are going 

to Romania for distribution. 

It's overwhelming the amount of support that this project 

receives.  The help for the shoebox sorting comes from all over the 

community but our church is at the heart and soul of it all.  It is 

amazing that all we need to do is ask for help and we get help, 

which is given very graciously.  

By donating your time, money or goods you have helped us bring 

joy and cheer this Christmas.  

Lisanne Lamond 

Blythswood Care 

Rose Window 

The Rose Window Appeal 

figure to date including tax 

reclaimed is £11441.42. There 

is still a small amount to be 

claimed and this will 

be included in accounts before 

the end of the financial year. 

Thank you to everyone who 

has supported this appeal. 



14 Broxburn Parish Church Newsletter 

Carol Service 

Broxburn GB would like to invite you to come to 

our Carol Service on Friday 3rd December at 7pm 

in the church. 

Come and hear the girls sing and join them as 

they celebrate this special time of year. 

There is no cost and tea/coffee and goodies will be served after. 

 

GB Christmas Party 

We are having a disco for all 90 girls on Friday 10th December 

from 7-9pm. 

Hopefully we will have a visit from a special guest! 

GB will then be on holiday until the new year. 

We would like to thank everyone who has been helping the 

different sections with their badge work. 

We are always looking for people to come along and help. 

If you are interested in helping even in a small way please contact 

Alison Turnbull or any GB officer we would love to see you. 

Happy Christmas from all the Officers and girls' of Broxburn GB! 

We hope you have a "Super Duper Christmas with Jesus" this year! 

As always, if you would like to help or be involved in any way 

please contact  me: 

Alison Turnbull 

01506 852171 or alit@blueyonder.co.uk 

mailto:alit@blueyonder.co.uk
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Sound Desk 

We are still looking for anyone who is interested in 

helping with the sound desk rota. Please let Stuart 

know.  Full training for those not familiar with the 

equipment will be given. Thanks                                                         

CHRISTMAS POST 

 Stamps are now available and cost only 

20p each - saving you money and 

helping raise money for a charity. 

(A normal 2nd class stamp will cost 32p this year! ) 

This year our chosen charity is Friends of Chernobyl's Children. All 

money raised will go direct to them. 

Letters can be posted in the church/church hall up to 19th 

December 2010 before the service begins. 

The last date for Uphall cards is 12th December 2010. 

Stamps can also be bought from Brian Currie printers or the 

Fotocard shop and you can also post cards there up to 18th 

December. 

Here is a reminder of the areas where we deliver to- 

Broxburn, Uphall, Ecclesmachan, Dechmont and Uphall Station. 

 If there is anyone out there who can spare a little time to be a 

"postie" then please contact Alison Turnbull on 852171. 

It is not a huge job and the more "posties" we have the smaller 

the delivery areas everyone would have. 
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Soup Lunch 

A soup lunch will be served after the midweek services on 

the following dates:  

2010 1st December     in aid of  Bethany 

2011 19th January   " Project Romania 

 2nd February   " Project Romania 

 16th February   " Leprosy Mission 

 2nd March    " BUSY Project 

 16th March    " OMF - Chile 

Social & Fundraising 

This year the social and fundraising committee have enjoyed 

some successful ventures Saturday morning coffee bars 

continue although more support would be welcomed so if you 

think that you could assist in this way please contact Margaret 

Henderson. Other ventures included the family Ceilidh which 

was well attended and it is planned to have one on 26th 

February next year. The fashion show was a great success 

with Bon Marche supplying the outfits ably modelled by some 

of the ladies of the congregation. We also assisted with Jim 

(the swim) Anderson`s fundraising afternoon in aid of Haiti. 

The church fayre is our last big push of the year and the 

amount raised will be posted in the intimations. 

If there are any events that you would like to see on the 

calendar or any that you can assist with please contact myself 

or any committee member. 

Lilian Pattison, Convenor. 
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Busy Project 
You should have received a copy of the Busy Project 
Newsletter with this magazine with the latest news about 
the great work they are doing with the young people in 
Broxburn & Uphall. 

If not then please let your elder know or pick one up from 
the front of the church. 

For further information or to get involved in any way 
please contact the Busy Office: 

c/o The Open Door 

28 East Main Street, Uphall 

01506 853872 

office@thebusyproject.org.uk 

Pictured are Fraser Duncan, 

Stuart Anderson, Charlie 

Finlayson and Lucy Finlayson 

being presented with the Head 

Teacher Bravery and Citizenships 

Awards, after their efforts helped 

save the life of Fraser's dad, 

Andy, at the school's recent 

annual prizegiving. 

Headteacher Peter Reid said "It would be wrong for such an act 

of mature bravery to go unnoticed, The four of them worked 

together as a team, listened to each other and communicated 

well throughout and because of that Andy’s life was saved." 
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May June July August September October Total 

£4743 £3997 £4029 £5053 £4070 £4388 £26280 

May June July August September October Total 

£4683 £4627 £4601 £4512 £4540 £4593 £27556 

Finance  

May 2010 to October 2010 

INCOME 

(Figures include Open Plate, Weekly Freewill Offering And Gift Aid only) 

 

 

 

EXPENDITURE 

(Figures include Gas/Electricity, Church cleaning, C of S Contribution, WLCC, Monthly 

insurance, Advertising, Minister’s travel only) 

 

 

 

Funerals 

September 

Williamina Duggan 

Ellen Campbell 
 

October 

George Cunningham 

William Manson 

Betty Davie 

 

November 

Elizabeth Anderson 

Henry Brown 

Baptisms 

Bruce Richard Canning.       

17th October  
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The Company successfully started 
back after the summer holidays. Our 
change to all meeting on a Monday 
night has taken a little getting used to 

but things seem to be running smoothly. We have already taken part in 
several Battalion competitions, we won the Company Section 5–a-side 
football competition and also won the Badminton competition. The Junior 
Section recently won the JS Handball competition and came 2nd in their 
football competition. Would you believe we currently have 25 Anchor 
Boys on our books, wow! 

The Seniors have yet to take part in the Seniors Badminton competition 
in a few weeks time, watch this space. We are looking forward to our 
Christmas night out, we will all be having a burger and bowling at Deer 
Park on the 13th December. 

We started the Seniors off on their Duke of 
Edinburgh Award programs and I am delighted 
to say that so far all 6 of them have completed 
their Bronze stage Expedition. We spent a cold 
night in the Pentlands in October as a practice 
then the following weekend we walked to 
Muiravonside Country Park and camped overnight for the qualifying 
venture. 

We attended the founders day service in Blackburn and paraded to the 
Strathbrock war memorial on Armistice Sunday. We even filled 4 shoe 
boxes with enough articles left over to fill another 3. 

We are still taking bookings for our proposed Danish trip next summer. 

Well done and many thanks to everyone who has helped us to achieve 
so much, and it still only November. 

As always, if you want to know more about the BB, 
want to offer us vast amounts of money (or even a 
little) or have boundless enthusiasm needing something 
to be enthused about, please get in touch. 

The Adventure continues… 

Thanks again 

Jim Borland 
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Who’s Who 

Minister 

Rev. Terry Taylor BA, M.Th The Manse, 2 Church Street 852825 

Session Clerk 

Mr. John Macaulay  137 East Main Street  852947 

Congregational Board 

Chair:    Mr. Alan Gilmour 21 Jones Green, Livingston   432414 

Clerk:    Mrs. Anne Gunn 3 Kirkhill Court      856984 

Treasurer 

Mrs. Marjorie MacRae  22 Parkwood Crescent    854702 

Gift Aid Convener 

Miss Jean Weir   135 Houston Gardens     855626 

Roll Keeper 

Mr. Brian Short   28 Newhouses Road  857540  

Prayer Secretary 

Mr. David Wilkie   53 Goschen Place  854777 

Pastoral Care Group co-ordinator 

Mr. Nat Beggs   6 Grange Road      852170 

Organist  

Mr. James Lawrie  13 Queens Avenue  856609 

Church Officer  

Mr. John Macaulay  137 East Main Street  852947 

Hall Convener 

Mrs. Jeanette Ewington  93 Fergusson Road  857194 

Property Convener 

Mr. Robert Pattison  12 Houston Gardens  855505 

Communications co-ordinator 

Mr. Hugh Brown                92 Gyle Park Gardens    0131 334 1384
                   Corstorphine 

Safeguarding co-ordinator 

Mrs. Elaine Brown        92 Gyle Park Gardens    0131 334 1384
                   Corstorphine 

Social & Fundraising Convener 

Mrs. Lillian Pattison  12 Houston Gardens  855505 


