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From the Manse

As | sit at my desk at 6am on a

Wednesday morning to writ
the mansed for The Bridge
admit | am at a bit of a loss. What do |

write, how do | say goodbye to people who

have taken me to their hearts, have shown

great kindness in their actions and

particularly to those who have spoken kind and gentle words to

me when things in my own life have been difficult. Gracious

words are like a honeycomb, sweetness to the soul and

health to the body. (Proverbs 16.24)

| have also been greatly encouraged by those who have

challenged me, also with kind and gentle words, when | have

needed challenged. Faithful are the wounds of a friend

(Proverbs 27.6)

During my time at Broxburn my wunder ¢
has heightened and that in no small way by my experience of

your kindness and generosity to Graham and | and our children

and grandchildren, thank you, for taking us into your hearts.

We have been encouraged and built up by your kindness and

support. (1 Thessalonians 5.11)

This is no easy task, for I am Sorr (
you. At Presbytery last night | said that even as | leave

Broxburn | leave with a real sense of excitement at what God

has planned for this congregation. Many times over the past

few weeks things have happened that have greatly encouraged

me to see how God has been at work and the great expectation

that He will continue to work in the life of this congregation.

But, for me the time has come to go, | experienced a time of

feeling unsettl ed, and so | turned f
make sense of it all. A passage from Deuteronomy came to
mind; ALi ke an eagle that stirs up I
young, that spreads its wings to catch them and carries them
aloft.o (Deut 32.11). The mother e:
move the young birds out, (o0k, I 6m 1

the idea) to keep the birds from being comfortable where they
are, for in the nest they will never learn to fly.
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God continually works in our lives, equipping and enabling us to

do His work and to face new challenges, sometimes He has to

unsettle us to get us to do what He is calling us to do.

Paul reminds us that we are not saved by our good works but

by Goddés grace and that GofiFdhraswea @n
Godbés masterpiece. He has created u:
Jesus, so we can do the good things he planned for us

| ong a gAmdso, myconfidence as | go to Aberfoyle is not

in my own abilities but in Godods f ai

Let me digress here, when | made my first holy communion at
the age of seven, | remember sitting in the church praying, |
remember my prayer, a very simple prayer, a prayer that asked

God to make me a good singer, O&6even,
tuned, that was my prayer that day i
that God must have smiled down at my limited understanding

of what He wanted to do in my |ife.
thingsd planned for me to do, or pel

girl who really did want to worship Him and would one day
come to a greater understanding of how worthy He is of
worship.

I can be nothing but honest here ani
respond as though God was the one unsettling me, | looked to

other things as the cause, but when | came to see God at work

in that time of unsettling, and through that time | was

reminded that the important thing in life is always to look to

Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith. When things seem

unsettled first ask God why? He is more ready to speak to us

than we are to listen at times.

As | sat in the vestry in Port of Menteith, ready to preach as
sole nominee | was feeling just a little anxious, in the quiet, |
began to pray and as | prayed | heard the church bells peel out

that wonderful tune, Finlandia, whi
singing the beautiful words of O0Be ¢
to myself, and was greatly encour ag:¢
thy God to order and provide, in every change, He faithful will

remain, 0. And He is faithful. [ carl
His promises in my own life and | am so very grateful for his

grace.

(continued over)
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He has been faithful to this congregation for many years, he

has gifted this congregation in so many ways, and He will

remove any fear you have for the future and His peace will be
known as you cast your cares upon Him, for He cares for you.

| will preach my last service here on 23 "d February. It will also
be Liz Orrés last day with you, and
| have enjoyed having Liz here at Broxburn, it has been a

delight to work with her, and my first experience of supervising

a student has been a good one, thank you Liz. At this point we

are not sure when we will be moving but you will be kept

informed.

| pray that you will soon find the Minister who will take you on
the next step of your journey and | pray that s/he will
appreciate you for the many gifts and graces you possess.
Finally, brothers and sisters, farewell. Be perfected; be
comforted; be of the same mind; live in peace: and the God of
love and peace shall be with you. (1 Corinthians 13.11)

Terry
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