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The next Communion service will be on 

Sunday 11th December 2016 

at 11am & 6.30pm 
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From the Manse 
ñTime flies when you're having funéò the 

saying goes. If this is assumed to be true 

we must have had a lot of fun in 2016. The 

year has whizzed past. We are weeks away 

from Christmas and Hogmanay! And true 

enough, 2016 was a special year. Looking 

back Easter was very early and the Easter 

Festival brought a good number of people 

into church. The bacon rolls and fellowship 

before Church were most enjoyable. The 

flowery cross was on the main street for a full week following Easter 

and noticed my many folks from the parish. 

Another definite high point was the number of people who moved lines 

to Broxburn and the number of new members we welcomed this year. It 

is a joy and privilege to be part of Broxburn Parish Church. 

After a change on the diary the flower festival happened shortly after 

the summer holidays. And what a festival it was! We had wonderful 

arrangements, a very good turn-out over the two days, and a very 

successful fundraising through the flower festival. And now it is full 

steam ahead to the Christmas Fayre! 

2016 was apart from any number of high points also a year of sorrow 

and pain. We lost dear friends and members. As life marches on we 

shall dearly miss them and their contribution to our church. Our 

thoughts are with the loved ones of those that have gone before us. 

May you find comfort and peace during the difficult times and 

inspiration from the Almighty. 

Friends, and now as we begin our preparation for Christmas allow me to 

be as early as some of the retailers in wishing you a very blessed 

Christmas.  

ñClose your eyes and feel how Christ works in your life. 

Look back and be thankful for all the blessings you received 

And for staying strong despite all odds that came your way.ò 

 Wishing you a very special and blessed Christmas.  

 

Jaco, Moya, Monique, and Simon®   
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Diary Dates 

3rd December  Christmas Fayre. 10am - 2pm 

4th December  CHILL. 1pm - 2.30pm 

9th December  GB Carol Concert. 7pm 

11th December Communion. 11am & 6.30pm 

11th December Bereavement Service. 3pm 

15th December Community Carols & Readings. 7pm 

18th December Sunday School Nativity. 11am 

24th December Christingle Service. 6.30pm 

24th December Watchnight service. 11.30pm 

   (Tea, coffee & mince pies from 10.30pm) 

25th December Family Service. 10am 

Bereavement Service ï 11th December 2016 

This year will mark the start of an annual bereavement service at 

church. On Sunday 11th December at 3.00pm there will a service to 

remember loved ones who have gone before us. 

The death of a loved one is devastating and while time goes on it is 

normal to struggle to come to terms with the loss. Bereavement 

affects us in different ways. Sometimes we may feel that we are 

managing well only to be overwhelmed in a moment and feel 

overcome with emotion. It is quite normal to experience grief as a 

tides; like waves at sea. At times we experience an ebb and at other 

times flow; peaks and troughs.  

At church we want to create an opportunity for people sharing the 

same feelings of bereavement to get together. Particularly as we 

approach Christmas and other important dates on the calendar we can 

support each other. 

Everyone is therefore very welcome to come along on the 11th 

December at 3.00pm in Church. If you are so minded, please bring a 

single flower with you. We want all the flowers to go into a flower pot 

to symbolise our unity and individuality. 

For further information, please have a word with the minister. 
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Prayer Corner 

I write this article on Remembrance Day when we remember those 
who gave their lives for their country in two world wars and 
subsequent conflicts, as well as those who came back from conflict 
scarred physically, mentally and emotionally, where lives and that 
of their families will never be the same again. 

Today on the news we continue to hear of the horrors of war in 
Syria and Iraq, the devastation, the loss of lives and livelihoods 
and the displacement of so many people seek refuge. 

If individuals, churches and nations were only obey Godôs 
command ólove the Lord your God with all your heart and with all 
your soul and with all your mind and with all your strengthô and to 
ólove your neighbour as yourself.ô there could be peace and love 
for each other in this world today. 

The political situation in United Kingdom following Brexit and in the 
United States following their Presidential Election has brought 
division in these lands and a need for reconciliation to move 
forward in unity. 

In a few weeks we will celebrate the birth of Jesus at Christmas 
when Godôs love for His people became a reality with Him sending 
His only son into to world to bring peace and reconciliation. 

God hears our cries in these difficult times and we must respond 
positively knowing that he will answer our prayers. God loves us 
who profess Jesus as our Lord and Saviour as much as those who 
continue to walk in darkness. He longs for all to come to Him to 
know His grace and mercy and the assurance of eternal live. 

Love came down at Christmas, let us in our lives share that love 
with all whom we love and to reach out and share with others who 
donôt know Jesus and his saving grace. 

Jesus the reason for the Season, let it be known in our World 
today. 

 

Happy Christmas 

 

God Bless 

 



www.broxburnparishchurch.org.uk 5 

In your personal prayers please pray for 

 

¶ Our minister and office bearers that God with protect 
and lead them and their families. 

¶ Folks will review their giving to Godôs work in our 
community and give joyfully. 

¶ Pray for our Queen and her Government in 
Westminster and Edinburgh as they rule over us in 
these continuing difficult times. 

¶ For the vulnerable in our communities that they will be 
provided for, we remember the work of the food banks 

¶ The sick, anxious, lonely, estranged and the bereaved 
that they will find Godôs peace and love.  

¶ For the BUSY project as they continue in their work 
with the young folk in the community. 

¶ For all who find this time of year difficult with possibly 
spaces at the Christmas table where loved ones are no 
longer there to share the joys 

¶ For all our leaders, officers, teachers and helpers of 
our church organisations  

¶ That our fellowship might serve the community as 
Jesus did in His ministry 

¶ For Dr Ruth Shakespeare, our Missionary Partner her 
work in Malawi, with a food shortage in the land  

 

 

Please contact myself and the minister for prayer. 

 

David Wilkie 

Congregational Prayer Secretary 

01506 238644 
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Flower Festival 
(which raised 
Ã1600) 

Catriona Salvini & 
Amy Cunningham 
(new GB officers) 

Nathan and Gregor 
Dunbarôs Baptism 

Tennant Douglas & Kim 
Taylor (new members) 


