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FROM THE INTERIM MODERATOR
Rev. Derek Henderson

Dear friends,
Advent is a season of waiting, when we wait with
expectant hope. Children know only too well how long the wait for
Christmas can be, especially when the signs of Christmas seem to
appear earlier each year. And yet for adults in our modern world we
find that our lives are so often moving all too fast.
But we live in strange times – things change from day to day and it is
difficult to keep up with the changes and how they might affect our way
of life both at home and in the Church. This has certainly been an
unexpected year – when I joined you last November, we could never
have foreseen how things would develop.
And yet, we have adapted – we now have this regular newsletter to
keep you informed and up-to-date with how things are going; we have
had an online service on Zoom on Wednesday lunchtimes since the
summer, and more recently we have started a Sunday evening service
online via Zoom as well. We have set up the prayer helpline and there
are regular posts on Facebook and the website. And when we hear of
particular needs, we have been sending cards to people to remind them
that they are not forgotten. And there have been all those little acts of
random kindness which people have shown to one another.
All of this was unexpected. But when you think about it, much of the first
Christmas was unexpected. From the way Jesus came, to who he really is,
to the details of his arrival, the first visitors and then the life that would
follow, and how we are called to respond – it was all so unexpected.
I know that there are many things we might like to do at this time but
which we cannot do in the midst of a Coronavirus pandemic, but
perhaps we might use the unexpected free time that we have to think
of something in the Christmas story each day through Advent. Have a
look at Chapters 1 and 2 of Matthew’s Gospel; Chapters 1 and 2 of
Luke’s Gospel and then the prologue to John’s Gospel, Chapter 1:1-18.
Try to find joy and hope in this unexpected advent season.
May God bless you all this Christmas time,

Derek

Treasurer’s Update
Thanks once again to everyone who has helped boost our Church
coffers in whatever way. October brought another flurry of
envelopes and donations, bringing in an extra £2,750, including the
generous £1,000 donation flagged in the previous Newsletter.
Excluding the Blythswood donations banked, we ended October with
income of £5,670. With expenses of £6,226 outstripping income
we ended the month with a deficit of £556. In November we
expect our next tax-claim payment to boost our income and at the
time of writing it looks like this will bring us closer to breaking even
for this month.
If, like me, you’re doing all your Christmas shopping online, can I
remind you of another way to help raise money for the church at
no extra cost to yourselves? If you register online at:
easyfundraising.org.uk and choose Broxburn Parish Church
of Scotland as your chosen charity, then each time you shop
online via easyfundraising.org.uk, the church will receive a
percentage of the amount you spend – on average this ranges
between 0.5% and 4%. Every few months we are sent a cheque
from easyfundraising for the total amount raised by everyone who
has selected Broxburn Parish Church of Scotland as their chosen
charity. I’ve just received 2 cheques for £21.76 (for monies raised
up to 30th June) and £23.09 (for monies raised up to 30th
September). It really is ‘Money for Nothing’.
Happy shopping and stay safe!
Look forward to seeing you all again when
we are able to worship together.
Sue Sneddon
In the last newsletter we celebrated the 100th
birthday of Doris Elcox. We received this lovely
note from Doris: “I would like to thank Rev. Derek
Henderson and all at Broxburn Parish Church for
the beautiful cards and flowers received for my
100th Birthday. Also thanks to all who called at my
garden with the piper and I only wish I could have
invited everyone in for a cup of tea. You are most
welcome to come for a visit ‘after Covid.’ Thank
you again for a truly wonderful birthday.”

Christmas Carol
Quiz
How many of your favourite
carols can you identify from
the clues below?
• Let’s put up holly everywhere!
• An Afro-Caribbean Yuletide song
• Witness some vessels approaching
• As kings once glowed (Anagram)
• Does that sound the same to you?
• Father, relax and have a drink with the guys!
• Not much to look forward to at this time of
year
• Look - out in the blizzard!
• Sung at a famous West Midland Cathedral?
• One evening these guys counted sheep (but
not to sleep!)
• Often referred to as the Scottish Carol
• The original Mr Edmonds I hear?
• Duegate (Anagram)
• A few monarchs from Leyton?
• Arrived in ideal conditions for a late night
stargazer.

Answers will be in the next newsletter!

Lest we forget
As with much else in 2020, our acts of remembrance had
to be curtailed this year because of the impact of COVID.
However thanks to Jim Borland, and Elaine and Alan
Gilmour, we were still able to cover our cross in poppies
and place it in the Church grounds at the heart of our
community for Remembrance Sunday.

esreveR Advent Calendar
Thank you to all those who donated to
the Foodbank via the Reverse Advent
Calendar. We managed to fill 40 boxes
which is a tremendous achievement!
They will be handed out by West
Lothian Foodbank over the Christmas
period to those
in need.
We also raised £430 in cash
donations. Your generosity is
immense and will help to make
Christmas a little bit brighter for
many families in our area.

Blythswood Shoebox Appeal
Thanks to everyone who helped make this year’s
appeal a success. From those who made
drawstring bags, to those who filled them or
shoeboxes, or handed in donations of items or
cash, we had a much better outcome than anyone
expected in this strange COVID year.
At the end of our four days of collections we had 32 filled
shoeboxes and 36 filled drawstring bags. We also had five bags of
leftover extras and £475 of cash donations, on top of any cash
donated inside the bags/boxes. Blythswood were absolutely
delighted with the result, which will help bring some joy to adults
and children in Eastern Europe.
Sue Sneddon

SOYA (special offers young adults)
Just to say a big thank you to everyone who contributed to the SOYA
fund this year. Who would have thought back in January that we
would not be able to gather together on a regular basis, but
somehow we still managed to collect an amazing £450 including the
£21 bonus from ASDA? This went towards 76 gift bags and 76
dinners (see picture below). Till we are allowed to meet again thank
you all, keep safe and God bless.
Bob Pattison

s
n
o
o
t
r
a
C
s
a
m
t
s
i
r
h
C

“Joy to the world” – is that a promise, God?
Can we hold you to that promise, God, in the world, right now?
When we hear again the words of your angel messenger,
“Do not be afraid; for see - I am bringing you good news of
great joy for all the people,”
can we hope for that,
can we trust in that,
can we work for that with you?
We pay attention to your world, God,
to the climate emergency and a polluted creation,
to divisions and pandemic and disasters and destruction.
Help us pay attention to you saying, “Do not be afraid,”
trusting the good news that you are here with us.
Help us pay attention to the wonder of creation,
to the diversity that has evolved,
to vast landscapes and seas,
to the mystery of microbes and molecules.
And help us find our place in your creation,
where fear evolves into action,
caring, curing, changing, hoping,
so that we may dare joy.
We pay attention to your people, God,
to violence and conflict and the refugee catastrophe,
to loneliness and loss and pain.
Help us pay attention to you saying, “Do not be afraid,”
trusting the good news that you are here with us.
Help us pay attention to your amazing people,
who are reaching out to one another,
who are speaking up for one another,
in astonishing diversity of cultures and identities.
And help us find our place in humanity,
where isolation evolves into community,
including, welcoming, reconciling,
so that we may dare joy.
“Do not be afraid; for see - I am bringing you good news of
great joy for all the people.”
Help us to help you with that, God,
to bring joy to the world.
(Prayer adapted from the Church of Scotland website)

Christmas is coming!
It is someone very special’s
birthday...but who?
If you haven't already guessed, the
Birthday boy is Jesus.
We realise that this year has been different for ALL of us and it
perhaps Christmas will be different too. Jesus doesn’t want us to
be sad so let us celebrate his Birthday in the best way we can.

Craft idea
What you will need: Cardboard (or part of a cardboard box)
crayons, pens, pencils, glitter, glue scissors, foil/tin foil, scissors
and string or wool.
As a star showed the way to where Jesus was born, can you draw a
STAR? Get a piece of cardboard and cut it out (ask for help if
needed) then make it as shiny and bright as you can. You can then
get help to pin it to a wall in your home or make a hole in the top
to pass some string or wool through. Tie a knot and hang it from a
Christmas tree.

Fun Nativity at home!
This can be performed at a time that suits you. Include family
and friends by video link if possible. Ask your Parents/guardians
to help organise that. You will need cuddly toys to play the parts
of the animals in the stable, a doll for the baby Jesus plus
something to use as a manger.
Set up the part of your room that will be the stable with cuddly
toys and put the manger in place so that you can sit around it.
Dress up if you want to and remember - have fun!

Parts
Narrator (An older child or adult)
Mary
Joseph
Angel (This could be someone on video call)
Anyone else in the home can play Shepherds or Wise men. Before
you start decide among yourselves who will be playing which part.

Narrator: A long time ago a young lass named Mary was visited by an
Angel. Mary was frightened (Mary acts scared) but the angel said:
Angel::Dinnae be feart, I've got good news for you! You’re goin’ to hae a
bonnie baby boy. He will be very special as he will be God's son.
Narrator: Then the angel went away. Sometime later, Joseph came to
speak to Mary.
Joseph: Awright hen, we’ve got to go to Bethlehem.
Narrator: So Mary and Joseph set off and walked for many days.
(Mary and Joseph walk around the room 2 or 3 times)
Narrator: When they finally got to Bethlehem, Joseph knocked on hotel
doors to try and find somewhere to stay.
(Joseph pretends to knock doors, those on video or in the room shake
their heads in turn)
Narrator: All the hotels were full but then one man said he had room in a
stable. (Mary and Joseph sit in ‘the stable’ and put the baby in the
‘manger’)
Narrator: In the stable the baby was born, Mary and Joseph called him Jesus.
All sing: ‘Away in a manger’.
Narrator: Some Shepherds were then visited by some angels.
Angel: Dinnae be scared it’s Good News! A new bairn is born - follow that
star and you'll find him. He will be your saviour.
(Shepherds walk around the room then sit around the manger)
Narrator: Then some wise men saw a new star in the sky and decided to
follow it. They went inside with gifts of Gold, Frankincense and Myrrh.
(Use the stars you made in the craft section to hold up while the wise men
walk around the room. They sit down next to the crib)
All sing:
O Star of wonder, star of night
Star with royal beauty bright
Westward leading, still proceeding
Guide us to thy perfect light
Narrator: Many people visited Jesus. His was a very special Birthday.
All sing:
Happy Birthday to you, Happy Birthday to you,
Happy Birthday dear Jesus, Happy Birthday to you.
All sing: ‘We wish you a Merry Christmas’.
We hope you enjoy taking part. Don’t forget to read the full story of Jesus’
birth in the Bible!
Merry Christmas everyone, we hope to see you all in the New Year!
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POINTS to PONDER
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• Introduction: As I write this, the constraints on what we can and cannot do are
changing and it seems as if we might be able to enjoy Christmas with our families even if
it is in a restricted way. We turn once again to Matthew’s gospel for inspiration.

Text: Matthew 1:1-17
“The book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the son of David, the son
of Abraham.” (ESV)
• Points to Ponder: Many books are famous for their memorable opening lines:
“It was the best of times, it was the worst of times”
“It is a truth universally acknowledged, that a single man in possession of a
good fortune, must be in want of a wife.”
“Happy families are all alike; every unhappy family is unhappy in its own way.”
The New Testament on the other hand, has a rather strange opening. Matthew
begins with a long list of names. It’s the reading that everyone dreads being asked
to read aloud. With names like Amminadab, Shealtiel and Zerubbabel, it’s no
wonder! It’s a confusing way to begin and many people have picked up Matthew’s
gospel, only to be baffled by all the unfamiliar names.
But this list serves a very important purpose: it contains some of the most
important people in the Bible: Abraham, Jacob, and King David. This is Matthew’s
way of showing that Jesus is part of a much bigger story - the Story of God and
his people, stretching back thousands of years. Now this story is going to reach its
climax with a baby, born from the line of David in Bethlehem.
You might be looking at this genealogy and wondering what could we learn from a
list of names, many of which we might not recognise? One name at the beginning
is a key figure in the story of Jesus - David. God promised David that the Messiah
would descend from him, and this genealogy shows us that God has kept his
promise. God doesn’t forget what has been promised to each person whom he has
called to be the Lord’s servant.
We are each called to be a servant of God. Our genealogy might look different
from that of Jesus, but we are still part of the family of God. We have all received
the promise of love and grace which God gives us. We have all been given the
charge to go out and serve God’s people and all of God’s creation.
In a time when we might wonder where God is in the midst of our current
circumstances, let us remember that God does not forget the promises he made
to us. God does not forget us. Let us not forget from whom we come, who has
claimed us, and continues to call to us. As we look forward to being with our
families at Christmas let us also remember that bigger family, the family of God,
of which we are a part.
• Prayer: God of ages past, present, and future, we give you thanks that you
keep your promises. Thank you for remembering us, and continuing to claim us as
your beloved. Help us to remember and live out the calling you have placed on our
lives to be your servants. Amen.
• Action: Think about what changes have been beneficial through this time and
how you might continue them once lockdown is lifted. Think as well of things
that might best be left behind and not carried forward.

MORE Church Notices
The notices below have actually been printed in
Church newsletters - thankfully, none of them in the
Bridge Newsletter (yet!)
• Please place your donation in the envelope along
with the deceased person you want remembered.
• The church will host an evening of fine dining,
super entertainment and gracious hostility.
• Pot-luck supper Sunday at 5pm - prayer and
medication to follow.
• The ladies of the Church have cast off clothing of
every kind. They may be seen in the basement on
Friday afternoon.
• This evening at 7pm there will be a
hymn singing in the park across from
the Church. Bring a blanket and come
prepared to sin.
• The minister would appreciate it if the
ladies of the Congregation would lend
him their electric girdles for the
pancake breakfast next Sunday.
• The Low Self-Esteem Support Group
will meet Thursday at 7pm. Please use the back door.
• The senior pupils will be presenting Shakespeare's
Hamlet in the Church basement on Friday at 7pm.
The congregation is invited to attend this tragedy.
• Weight Watchers will meet at 7pm in the Church
hall. Please use the large double door at the side
entrance.
• The Associate Minister unveiled the church's new
stewardship campaign slogan last Sunday: 'I Upped
My Pledge - Up Yours.'

Task Group
members:
Rev. Derek Henderson
Anne Gunn
Andy Carter
David McWilliams
Sue Sneddon
Hugh Brown
Although we are still not able to meet together
for worship, we are all members of our church
family. So if we can help you in any way,
or you have a Prayer Request,
or perhaps you just need a listening ear,
please telephone: 07934 073349.
Calls will of course be treated confidentially.
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year
The Kirk Session and Congregational
Board of Broxburn Parish Church would
like to wish all of our members, as well
as their friends and family a very happy
and peaceful Christmas. Let’s hope and
pray that we can all worship together
again in the New Year!
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